The nutrition of the myxobacteria has received little attention. Beebe (1943) tested various myxobacteria including Myxococcus fulvus, Polyangium erectum, Myxococcus virescens, Chondro-COCCU8 blastic, and Myxococcus xanthus for their utilization of various carbohydrates. He found that these myxobacteria grew moderately well on unsupplemented 1.5 per cent agar without the addition of any other carbohydrate or a nitrogen source. Using plain mineral salt agar as a base, he added various carbohydrates and, by measuring the size of the myxobacterial swarm after incubation upon the different carbohydrate media, determined which carbohydrates produced the best growth. Beebe sterilized his media by autoclaving the agar solution and the carbohydrate together. He found that the more complex carbon compounds like starch, inulin, cellulose, and dulcitol were utilized readily by the myxobacteria he studied, but that the simpler sugars like pentoses and hexoses were inhibitory. The disaccharides generally had little effect.
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